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1. INTRODUCTION 

This report captures the public participation process undertaken during the Environmental Scoping Phase for 

The Proposed Construction of A Dedicated Road-Over-Rail Bridge And Approach Alignment At The 

Mbazwana/Sodwana Intersection Of National Route R22, Hluhluwe, Big 5 Hlabisa Municipality, Kwazulu-Natal. 

The public participation process was conducted as per the National Environmental Management Act (NEMA), 

1998 (Act 107 of 1998), Environmental Impact Assessment Regulations, 2014 (as amended).  

2. THE PUBLIC PARTICIPATION PROCESS 

The approach and methodology followed to complete the Public Participation Process is in terms of Chapter 6 

of the NEMA EIA Regulations, 2014 (as amended). 

 

Through the public participation process, Interested and Affected Parties (I&APs), Environmental Assessment 

Practitioners (EAPs), and Competent Authorities (CAs) are provided with transparent and precise data on the 

potential environmental impacts of a proposed activity or decision, along with an opportunity to express any 

reservations, enquiries, or endorsement they may have for the proposed activity.1. 

 
3. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION PROCESS UNDERTAKEN FOR THE PROJECT 

 
The Public Participation Process (PPP) that commenced in September 2024 is summarised as follows: 

• The Background information Document was distributed on 25 September 2024 electronically for an 

11 Day Registration period.  (ANNEXURE I).  

• 6 Site Notices were placed on 25 September 2024 at multiple locations along the proposed route 

notifying the public about the proposed development (ANNEXURE II). 

• English & isiZulu Newspaper Adverts were placed in the Zululand Observer on 30 September 2024 

notifying I&APs of the Proposed Construction. (ANNEXURE III).  

• Hardcopies of the Draft Scoping Report was distributed at the following locations on 17 January 2025. 

Proof is attached as (ANNEXURE V) 

o Hluhluwe Public Library  

o Big 5 Hlabisa Local Municipality 

• Draft Scoping Report was distributed electronically on 17 January 2025. Proof is attached as 

(ANNEXURE I). 

• A public open day was held on 25 March 2025. Proof is attached as (ANNEXURE IV). 

• Draft Environmental Impact Assessment Report was distributed electronically in August 2025. Proof 

will be attached as (ANNEXURE I) in the FEIA. 

 

4. COMMENTS RECEIVED 

All comments received to date have been recorded and responded to. A comments and responses report has 
been compiled and attached to the Environmental Impact Assessment Report as Appendix C3. 
 
5. CONCLUSION 

 
The Public Participation Process completed to date was in accordance with the 2014 NEMA EIA Regulations (as 

amended). The public participation process will continue throughout the lifecycle of the S&EIR process.  

  

 
1 Department of Environmental Affairs (2010), Public Participation 2010, Integrated Environmental Management Guideline 
Series 7, Department of Environmental Affairs. Pretoria, South Africa. 
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ANNEXURE I: PROOF OF ELECTRONIC COMMUNICATION 
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BACKGROUND INFORMATION DOCUMENT DISTRIBUTED ON 25 OCTOBER 2024 
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DRAFT SCOPING REPORT DISTRIBUTED ON 17 JANUARY 2025 
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REMINDER EMAIL SENT 28 JANUARY 2025 
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REMINDER EMAIL SENT 06 FEBRUARY 2025 
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REMINDER EMAIL SENT 06 FEBRUARY 2025 
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FINAL REMINDER EMAIL SENT 13 FEBRUARY 2025 
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ANNEXURE II: PROOF OF SITE NOTICES   
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SITE NOTICE BOARD PLACEMENT: 25 OCTOBER 2024 

 

 

  
 

Figure 1: Ngweni Railroad Brewery & Cafe 

 

Figure 2: Gazebo Lodge 
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Figure 3: Kleynspan Farm 

 
 

Figure 4: Hluhluwe Surgery 
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Figure 5:  Zap-Wing Airstrip Figure 6:  Big 5 Hlabisa Municipality- Hluhluwe 
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ANNEXURE III: PROOF OF PLACEMENT OF ADVERTS 
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PROOF OF NEWSPAPER ADVERTS: ENGLISH & ISIZULU 30/09/2024 
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ANNEXURE IV: PROOF OF PUBLIC OPEN DAY 
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INVITATION TO PUBLIC OPEN DAY SENT 19 MARCH 2025 
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PROOF OF PUBLIC OPEN DAY 25 MARCH 2025 
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ANNEXURE V: PROOF OF HARDCOPY DISTRIBUTION 
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